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February 21, 2018 

 

Delaware Department of Justice 

Attn: Kim Siegel, FOIA Coordinator 

820 N. French Street 

Wilmington, DE 19801 

opengovernment@state.de.us 

  

Dear Ms. Siegel, 

  

FOIA Violation: On four occasions The Town of Dewey Beach did not provide access to all 

records requested and did not provide an explanation for the omission of documents that were 

requested. 

  

1) On January 9, 2018, I submitted a FOIA Request to the Town of Dewey Beach requesting 

the current Insurance Policy for the Town of Dewey Beach including but not limited to: 

a) Commercial Policy Common Declarations 

b) Commercial Policy Information Page 

c) Policy Changes Endorsement 

d) Schedule of Locations 

e) Additional Insured- Land Leased 

f) General Liability Coverage Declaration. 

 

Attachments: 

January 9, 2018 FOIA Request to the Town of Dewey Beach PDF File contains request 

for the current insurance policy for the Town of Dewey Beach 

  

2) On January 31, 2018, The town of Dewey Beach responded with a document with 

Insurance policy pages.  Not included were all Policy Changes Endorsements and the 

Schedule of Locations. I was made aware that the town’s policy was amended in 

December, 2017 to list additional storage lot(s).  We had requested those in item C and 

D. 

 

Attachments: 

January 31, 2018 Response from the Town of Dewey Beach A PDF File containing some 

of the insurance policy for the Town of Dewey Beach. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XAlcu8QSiok6YofK3yy-UdwUzD75mN_D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19zAFxmTb8tLD5mEj-z1h7CVIhSidYTI4


 
 

3) On February 2, 2018 the petitioner wrote the Dewey Mayor directly and requested the 

proper documents again in writing. The Petitioner stated that he was sure the records 

existed and provided a photograph of part of a page from the policy that was withheld. 

 

Attachments: 

February 2, 2018 Email to TJ Redefer, Mayor of Dewey Regarding FOIA A PDF File 

containing an email requesting help in obtaining the requested documents. 

 

4) On February 6, The Town of Dewey Beach responded with a second document that 

was a Coverage proposal for 2018-19.  

 

Attachments: 

February 6, 2018 Response from the Town of Dewey Beach  A PDF File containing an 

insurance coverage proposal policy for the Town of Dewey Beach for 2018-19. 

 

  

The omission of the Policy Changes Endorsement and the Schedules of Location for the current 

policy as of January 9, 2018 is a violation of FOIA. 

 

 

Regards, 

  

Jeffrey C. Smith 

Volunteer Coalition Director, Dewey Citizens for Accountability 

deweycitizens.org 

443-603-2132 

Email: jcs@wpa.org 

 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MozmCKibSs_FjsAhnTROgygK3mnOnOhr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wq_i5rbnBtSA6eJXTgUcCT9AOFcSm3Tp/view?usp=sharing
http://deweycitizens.org/
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ere (https://imageserv11.team-logic.com/mediaLibrary/147/Detailed_Invitation_to_bid_landscaping_2017.pdf)

 Navigation MenuÍ

PURSUANT TO THE DELAWARE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT TITLE 29 Del. Chapter. 100

§10003 Examination and copying of public records.

(h) The public body shall respond to a FOIA request as soon as possible, but in any event within 15 business days after the receipt thereof, either by providing access to
the requested records, denying access to the records or parts of them, or by advising that additional time is needed because the request is for voluminous records,
requires legal advice, or a record is in storage or archived. If access cannot be provided within 15 business days, the public body shall cite 1 of the reasons hereunder
why more time is needed and provide a good-faith estimate of how much additional time is required to ful�ll the request.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you do not receive a receipt of your request to the email address provided within 1 full business day, please call Dewey Beach Town Hall at 302-227-6363.

There may be costs involved in responding to your request. The Town may require you to examine the records at the Town o�ce. Refer to the Town's policy or
regulations for information about costs and access to records.

Please enter the Records requested in the comments �eld. Be as speci�c as you can, describing types of records, parties to correspondence, subject matter, etc. The
Town will make every reasonable e�ort to assist you in identifying the record being sought. Requests for voluminous records may be delayed.

First Name*: Je�rey

Last Name*: Smith

Email*: heather@drugfreevessel.com

Phone: 4436032132

Address*: 409 Chester Ave Ste 102

City*: Annapolis

State/Province*:

ZIP/Postal Code*: 21403

Question/ 
Comments:

The current Insurance Policy for the Town of Dewey Beach 
including, but not limited to, 
a) Commercial Policy Common Declarations 
b) Commercial Policy Information Page 
c) Policy Changes Endorsement 
d) Schedule of Locations 
e) Additional Insured- Land Leased 
f) General Liability Coverage Declaration 
 

Date Of Request * :

Please contact me if costs will be greater than $ : 15.00

Submit Contact Form

Request For Public Records

MD

01/09/

  (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dewey-Beach-Delaware/734633613229914?hc_location=stream)    (https://twitter.com/Deweytownus)ȝ ¬

PAY 2017 BUSINESS LICENSE (/Beach-Replenishment-Updates-2016-2017/)  PAY BEACH REPLENISHMENT TAX (/WINTER-STORM-UPDATES/)  HOME (/)  
Contact (/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.map&mapTypeID=11)  Employment Opportunities (/Employment-201043/)

(/)

Search �

Attachment #1 FOIA Violation Petition 02/21/2018

https://imageserv11.team-logic.com/mediaLibrary/147/Detailed_Invitation_to_bid_landscaping_2017.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dewey-Beach-Delaware/734633613229914?hc_location=stream
https://twitter.com/Deweytownus
http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/Beach-Replenishment-Updates-2016-2017/
http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/WINTER-STORM-UPDATES/
http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/
http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.map&mapTypeID=11
http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/Employment-201043/
http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/


1/9/2018 Request For Public Records

http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.map&mapTypeID=200022 2/2

 (/)

Contact Us

Town of Dewey Beach
105 Rodney Ave.
Dewey Beach, DE 19971

1-302-227-6363 (tel:+13022276363)
1-877-227-6331 (toll free) (tel:+18772276331)
1-302-227-8319 (fax)

Popular Links

Council Live Broadcast 
(https://livestream.com/accounts/24951826/events/7318685/player?
width=960&height=540&enableInfoAndActiv/Council-Meeting-Broadast/)
Comprehensive Development Plan Working Group Updates
(/Comprehensive-Development-Plan-Working-Group/)
Dewey Beach Patrol (/Dewey-Beach-Patrol/)
Dewey Beach Police (/index.cfm?
fuseaction=content.faq&faqTypeID=200014)
Dewey Beach Zoning Map (https://imageserv11.team-
logic.com/mediaLibrary/147/zoning_map_2-9-15-3.pdf)
Emergency Numbers (/Emergency-Numbers/)
F.A.Q. (/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.faq&faqTypeID=3)
Licensing & Permitting (/Permit-and-License-Applications/)
Parking Regulation & Fees (/index.cfm?
fuseaction=content.faq&faqTypeID=3&faqCatID=3)
Town Commissioner Meeting Videos
(http://www.townofdeweybeach.com/Town-Commissioner-Meeting-Videos/)

¢

Site Links

Home (/)
Site Map (/?fuseaction=content.site-map)
Site Policy (/index.cfm?fuseaction=trees.pageDetails&p=262-18-356)
Contact Us (/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.map&mapTypeID=11)

Some photography Provided by Kevin Fleming   (http://www.kevinfleming.com)¢

Municipal Web Design by EvoGov (http://www.evogov.com/)
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From: Jeffrey C. Smith
Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 10:31 AM
To: TJ Redefer 
Cc: Ashleigh Hudson 
Subject: Fwd: Request For Public Records

Dear Mr. Mayor: 

Below and attached in pdf is the information we received back from the Town, in response to our FOIA
of January 9, 2018. It was incomplete, and we do not know why, so I am reaching out to you.

We had requested in our FOIA: ” c) Policy Changes Endorsement d) Schedule of Locations.”

We received neither of those, and we received a  policy from March 2017,  which omitted the item D, the
schedule of insured locations, and item C the Policy Changes Endorsement We are 100% sure of the
fact, from a former Town employee, that the town’s policy was amended in December, 2017 to list the
additional storage lot(s) that were added to store the Military surplus equipment. 

Could you check into this and see if these omissions were just an oversight, or for some other reason?
We were promised the locations at the end of January, anyway, outside the FOIA system. Its a relatively
small request, its all on a single page.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. I have CC’d the Town Clerk on this email as
well.

Jeffrey C. Smith
Volunteer Coalition Director, Dewey Citizens for Accountablity
deweycitizens.org
443-603-2132
Email: jcs@wpa.org

Attachment #3 FOIA Violation Petition 02/21/2018
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2/22/2018 SquirrelMail

https://vps9912.inmotionhosting.com:2096/cpsess9495629593/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/read_body.php?account=0&mailbox=INBOX.Sent&passed_id=15&startMess… 1/2

Subject: RE: Violation Of FOIA Petition
From: "Dewey Citizens for Accountability" <news@deweycitizens.org>
Date: Thu, February 22, 2018 9:44 am
To: "OpenGovernment (DOJ)" <OpenGovernment@state.de.us>
Cc: heather_spurlock@icloud.com
Priority: Normal
Read Receipt: Requested  [ Send Read Receipt Now ]

Ms. Siegel 

Please find the attachments that you have requested in response to my 

petition. 

1)  PDF of email from Dewey FOIA Coordinator acknowledging FOIA Request of 

January 9, 2018 (Attachment 1 in original Petition) 

2)  PDF of email from Dewey FOIA Coordinator responding to FOIA Request of 

January 9, 2018 - January 30, 2018 (Attachment 2 in original Petition) 

3)  PDF of email from Dewey FOIA Coordinator responding to FOIA Request of 

January 9, 2018 - January 31, 2018 (Attachment 2 in original Petition) 

4) Photo referenced in Email of February 2, 2018 to Dewey 

Mayor.(Attachment 3 in original Petition) 

5)PDF of Email from Dewey Mayor to Email of February 2, 2018 (Attachment 3 

in original Petition) 

6)PDF of Email from Town of Dewey Staff further responding to FOIA Request 

- February 6, 2018 (Attachment 4 in original Petition) 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you should have any further 

questions. 

Regards 

Jeffrey C. Smith 

Volunteer Coalition Director, Dewey Citizens for Accountability 

deweycitizens.org 

443-603-2132 

Email: jcs@wpa.org 

On Thu, February 22, 2018 8:21 am, OpenGovernment (DOJ) wrote: 

> Thank you, Mr. Smith. Please provide all correspondence between you and 

> the Town related to your requests. I note that you indicated a photograph 

> was sent but I did not see that in this submission. Any emails or letters 

> from the Town that accompanied the documents should also be submitted. 

> 

> Sincerely, 

> 

> 

> Kim Siegel, MPA 

> FOIA Coordinator 

> Delaware Department of Justice 

> 

> 

> 

> -----Original Message----- 

> From: Dewey Citizens for Accountability [mailto:news@deweycitizens.org] 

> Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 4:20 PM 

> To: OpenGovernment (DOJ) <OpenGovernment@state.de.us> 

FOIA Petition Response for Supplemental Information 02/22/2018
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> Cc: heather_spurlock@icloud.com 

> Subject: Violation Of FOIA Petition 

> 

> 

> February 21, 2018 

> 

> 

> Delaware Department of Justice 

> Attn: Kim Siegel, FOIA Coordinator 

> 820 N. French Street 

> Wilmington, DE 19801 

> opengovernment@state.de.us 

> 

> Dear Ms. Siegel, 

> 

> 

> Please find attached a petition for investigation for a FOIA violation by 

> the Town of Dewey Beach and documentation. 

> 

> Please acknowledge receipt of this petition. 

> 

> 

> Regards 

> 

> 

> Jeffrey C. Smith 

> Volunteer Coalition Director, Dewey Citizens for Accountability 

> deweycitizens.org 443-603-2132 

> Email: jcs@wpa.org 

> 

> 

Attachments
FOIA EMail 011018 Attachment 1.pdf application/pdf 145 KiB
FOIA EMail 013018 Attachment 2.pdf application/pdf 141 KiB
FOIA EMail 013118 Attachment 2.pdf application/pdf 901 KiB
Reply 020218 Attachment 3.pdf application/pdf 98 KiB
Photo-Attachment 3.jpg image/jpeg 94 KiB
FOIA EMail 020618 Attachment 4.pdf application/pdf 774 KiB
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From: Ashleigh Hudson ashleigh@townofdeweybeach.com
Subject: RE: Request For Public Records

Date: January 10, 2018 at 12:37 PM
To: heather@drugfreevessel.com

Good Afternoon Jeffrey Smith,

I am writing this email as a receipt of acknowledgment to your FOIA Request submitted on
January 9, 2018. I will be in touch if there are any additional questions, or when your FOIA
response is ready.
Thank You,
Ashleigh Hudson
Dewey Beach Town Clerk/ FOIA Coordinator
Dewey Beach Town Hall
(302)227-6363
 
 
From: heather@drugfreevessel.com [mailto:heather@drugfreevessel.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 3:32 PM
To: Ashleigh Hudson
Subject: Request For Public Records
 
Request For Public Records 

First Name: Jeffrey 
Last Name: Smith 
Email: heather@drugfreevessel.com 
Phone: 4436032132 
Address: 409 Chester Ave Ste 102 
City: Annapolis 
State: MD 
Zip Code: 21403 
Question: The current Insurance Policy for the Town of Dewey Beach including, but not
limited to, a) Commercial Policy Common Declarations b) Commercial Policy Information
Page c) Policy Changes Endorsement d) Schedule of Locations e) Additional Insured- Land
Leased f) General Liability Coverage Declaration 
Date Of Request: 01/09/2018 
Please contact me if costs will be greater than $: 15.00 
User IP: 72.81.245.119 
Time Sent: 3:31 PM January 9, 2018 
Ticket: https://www2.team-logic.com/dewey/index.cfm?
teamLogic=tickets.detail&ticketID=201545 

Note: A duplicate user was found, based on the email entered, the existing user was used.

Attachment #1 
FOIA Petition Response for Supplemental Information 02/22/2018



From: Ashleigh Hudson ashleigh@townofdeweybeach.com
Subject: RE: Request For Public Records

Date: January 30, 2018 at 4:05 PM
To: heather@drugfreevessel.com

 
TO: Jeffrey Smith
 
RE: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request submitted to Dewey Beach Town Hall on
January 9, 2018.
 
The FOIA Request you submitted on January 9, 2018 at 3:32pm (below) is complete.
 
Total pages: 13. There is no fee for the first 20 pages. Total due:  $0.00
 
Administrative time: less than one hour. There is no charge for the first hour of
administrative time.
 
Total due for administrative time: $0.00
 
Total Amount Due: $0.00
 
Please let me know if you will be picking up this FOIA, or if you would like it mailed or
emailed.
 
Thank You,
Ashleigh Hudson
Dewey Beach Town Clerk/FOIA Coordinator
Dewey Beach Town Hall
 
 
From: heather@drugfreevessel.com [mailto:heather@drugfreevessel.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 3:32 PM
To: Ashleigh Hudson
Subject: Request For Public Records
 
Request For Public Records 

First Name: Jeffrey 
Last Name: Smith 
Email: heather@drugfreevessel.com 
Phone: 4436032132 
Address: 409 Chester Ave Ste 102 
City: Annapolis 
State: MD 
Zip Code: 21403 
Question: The current Insurance Policy for the Town of Dewey Beach including, but not
limited to, a) Commercial Policy Common Declarations b) Commercial Policy Information
Page c) Policy Changes Endorsement d) Schedule of Locations e) Additional Insured- Land
Leased f) General Liability Coverage Declaration 

Attachment #2 
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Leased f) General Liability Coverage Declaration 
Date Of Request: 01/09/2018 
Please contact me if costs will be greater than $: 15.00 
User IP: 72.81.245.119 
Time Sent: 3:31 PM January 9, 2018 
Ticket: https://www2.team-logic.com/dewey/index.cfm?
teamLogic=tickets.detail&ticketID=201545 

Note: A duplicate user was found, based on the email entered, the existing user was used.

Attachment #2 
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From: Ashleigh Hudson ashleigh@townofdeweybeach.com
Subject: RE: Request For Public Records

Date: January 31, 2018 at 2:10 PM
To: Heather Spurlock heather@drugfreevessel.com

Good Afternoon Jeffrey Smith,
 
The response to your FOIA request is attached
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
 
Thank You,
Ashleigh Hudson
Dewey Beach Town Clerk/FOIA Coordinator
Dewey Beach Town Hall
 
From: Heather Spurlock [mailto:heather@drugfreevessel.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2018 7:52 PM
To: Ashleigh Hudson
Subject: Re: Request For Public Records
 
Ashleigh
Please email the results of the foia.
 
 
 

On Jan 30, 2018, at 4:05 PM, Ashleigh Hudson <ashleigh@townofdeweybeach.com>
wrote:

 
TO: Jeffrey Smith
 
RE: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request submitted to Dewey Beach
Town Hall on January 9, 2018.
 
The FOIA Request you submitted on January 9, 2018 at 3:32pm (below) is
complete.
 
Total pages: 13. There is no fee for the first 20 pages. Total due:  $0.00
 
Administrative time: less than one hour. There is no charge for the first hour of
administrative time.
 
Total due for administrative time: $0.00
 
Total Amount Due: $0.00
 
Please let me know if you will be picking up this FOIA, or if you would like it
mailed or emailed.

Attachment #3 
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mailed or emailed.
 
Thank You,
Ashleigh Hudson
Dewey Beach Town Clerk/FOIA Coordinator
Dewey Beach Town Hall
 
 
From: heather@drugfreevessel.com [mailto:heather@drugfreevessel.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 09, 2018 3:32 PM
To: Ashleigh Hudson
Subject: Request For Public Records
 
Request For Public Records 

First Name: Jeffrey 
Last Name: Smith 
Email: heather@drugfreevessel.com 
Phone: 4436032132 
Address: 409 Chester Ave Ste 102 
City: Annapolis 
State: MD 
Zip Code: 21403 
Question: The current Insurance Policy for the Town of Dewey Beach
including, but not limited to, a) Commercial Policy Common Declarations b)
Commercial Policy Information Page c) Policy Changes Endorsement d)
Schedule of Locations e) Additional Insured- Land Leased f) General Liability
Coverage Declaration 
Date Of Request: 01/09/2018 
Please contact me if costs will be greater than $: 15.00 
User IP: 72.81.245.119 
Time Sent: 3:31 PM January 9, 2018 
Ticket: https://www2.team-logic.com/dewey/index.cfm?
teamLogic=tickets.detail&ticketID=201545 

Note: A duplicate user was found, based on the email entered, the existing user
was used.

Jeffrey Smith 
FOIA re…ce.pdf
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From: <tj@townofdeweybeach.com>
Date: February 2, 2018 at 12:05:07 PM EST
To: "'Jeffrey C. Smith'" <jcs@wpa.org>
Cc: 'Dale Cooke' <dalehcooke@townofdeweybeach.com>
Subject: RE: Request For Public Records

Hello Mr. Smith,
 
I am not the FOIA coordinator, but I will forward your request. 
 
Your note expressed “facts” from a former employee that sounds like you may have stumbled on yet
another failure of from the past that may have been corrected by my administration. That is very good
news, but I have no idea if this information is a “fact” or not.  
 
Then you ask about locations of equipment, but as you know;

We are moving equipment to a new offsite location in rural Lewes Delaware. 
The town owns a location in West Rehoboth where equipment is stored.
There is also equipment stored at the LSS, and at Town Hall.
Other equipment is in use.

 
 

Mayor John E. Redefer III 
Town of Dewey Beach 
302 542-1808 cell
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Jeffrey C. Smith [mailto:jcs@wpa.org] 
Sent: Friday, February 2, 2018 10:31 AM
To: TJ Redefer <tj@townofdeweybeach.com>
Cc: Ashleigh Hudson <ashleigh@townofdeweybeach.com>
Subject: Fwd: Request For Public Records
 
Dear Mr. Mayor: 
 
Below and attached in pdf is the information we received back from the Town, in response to our FOIA
of January 9, 2018. It was incomplete, and we do not know why, so I am reaching out to you.
 
We had requested in our FOIA: ” c) Policy Changes Endorsement d) Schedule of Locations.”
 
We received neither of those, and we received a  policy from March 2017,  which omitted the item D, the
schedule of insured locations, and item C the Policy Changes Endorsement We are 100% sure of the
fact, from a former Town employee, that the town’s policy was amended in December, 2017 to list the
additional storage lot(s) that were added to store the Military surplus equipment. 
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Could you check into this and see if these omissions were just an oversight, or for some other reason?
We were promised the locations at the end of January, anyway, outside the FOIA system. Its a relatively
small request, its all on a single page.
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. I have CC’d the Town Clerk on this email as
well.
 
 
Jeffrey C. Smith
Volunteer Coalition Director, Dewey Citizens for Accountablity
deweycitizens.org
443-603-2132
Email: jcs@wpa.org
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From: Jim Dedes jdedes@townofdeweybeach.com
Subject: FOIA Request January 9, 2018 addendum

Date: February 6, 2018 at 11:59 AM
To: heather@drugfreevessel.com
Cc: Ashleigh Hudson ashleigh@townofdeweybeach.com

Mr. Smith,
 
Attached is the additional information requested that was provided by our Town Insurance
Carrier.  I have taken the liberty to have the documents scanned.  Should you wish us to
print them up please advise.
 
Thank you,
 
Jim Dedes

DOC002.pdf
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